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EDITORIAL

Taking
Sunday School
Seriously
the phrase "The Great Commission" brings
to mind—missions or evangelism.
TooneMOSTof OFtwous words

There is an equally valid connotation which the phrase,
"The Great Commission" should bring—this is teaching or
nurture. This concept is written boldly in the text "Go ye
. . . teach . . . baptize . . . teaching them . . . ." If there
is logic in the arrangement of the text, then our Lord
emphasized teaching before and after baptism. If we assume, and rightly so, that the initial "teach" is satisfactorily
translated "make disciples" and carries as well the significance of conversion we cannot escape the fact that
a basic meaning of the word disciple is learner, and
learning implies teaching.
The Great Commission, supported by the example of
Christ and the writers of the Epistles, has been and should
be cause for the church to take the task of Christian
nurture seriously.
The Sunday school has long been the teaching arm of
the church. As we come to October our thoughts turn to
our Forward Enlargement Emphasis. As a denomination
we have been fortunate in the quality of Sunday school
teachers and administrators. Both from the congregational
and denominational standpoint there has been spiritual
vitality and sacrifice in their service. However, one does
not need to read widely to know that Sunday schools are
in a real time of testing. It is a credit to our own Sunday
school leadership that we have been able to hold our own
during these past years in spite of an unfavorable trend in
Sunday school enrollment across the nation.
As we enter another period of emphasis on the Sunday
school we need to take seriously this Sunday morning
hour—not only in relation to growth in numbers, but also
to fulfillment of purpose.
We need to take the teaching and learning role of the
Sunday school seriously. In too many classes—especially
adult—the atmosphere of the class is devotional and inspirational rather than instructional. This does not mean
that good teaching should not be inspiring. It does mean
that the ultimate question to be asked at the end of the
period is: What new knowledge, insights, or truths of the
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Gospel were learned and were these made sufficiently
meaningful to life as to call for personal response?
We need to take seriously the maturity of our youth.
The present generation of youth is far more knowledgeable
and sophisticated than their parents were at their age.
These high school youth study nuclear physics; read J. D.
Salinger; see, hear,* and read of a world in revolution;
and regard space travel as routine. They are not going to
be much impressed with an instructional pattern in Sunday
school which consists of a workbook with blanks to be
filled from Bible references which are given. They will
compare the instruction in the Sunday school with the
instruction of the public school and unless the church
takes this comparison seriously, awards for attendance and
wiener roasts will never save us.
We need to take seriously the teaching of adults and
provide courses worthy of their attendance. How do we
propose to meet the needs of the adults of a growing
church when in the Sunday school there will be those not
yet converted, those newly converted, and those who have
been members of the church and Sunday school all their
lives? What would it do for a church (and the image of
that church in the community) if this fall a promotional
leaflet had been prepared and widely distributed, and
an announcement made in the local paper, listing three or
four adult courses which will be taught in the Sunday
school hour—a course on the Bible, one on Christian
Doctrine, another on the family, and another on Christian
living?
Parents need to take the Sunday school seriously. How
many parents are as concerned about their child's preparation of the Sunday school lesson or the Church Membership Class assignment as they are with the homework for
the public school? Unless parents take this matter seriously—both their home responsibility and that of the
Sunday school—we will raise a generation illiterate in
respect to their faith and ill prepared for the world in
which they must live.
Our concern is that as we make our Sunday schools
bigger we also make them better. There is no other course
if the Sunday school is to fulfill its mission and, what
is even more important, if the generation now in our
churches will be prepared to live in an increasingly secular
society.
J.E.Z
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each part in its own special way helps the other parts so
that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of
love." One of the things most commonly disregarded by
both congregations and denominations is their relative position in the total ministry of the church. The tendency
to think in terms of the local unit or denomination as
a whole rather than a part and a failure to recognize' the
essential inter-dependence of all members of the body of
Christ, is one of the more serious faults inadvertently committed and slow to be corrected. It is doubtful if either
logic or spiritual logistics can justify the disregard for the
requirements of good stewardship. Costly duplication of
services, facilities, buildings, and personnel result from
not seriously seeking a basis for unity of action.

The Ministry
of
The Church
Rev. Arthur L. Pye

have been dealt with more exhaustively
those having to do with the ministry and mission
Fof thethanchurch.
From the standpoint of theology it is doubtEW SUBJECTS

ful if much can be added to the record.
The change in the physical dimensions of the world
with its lowering of horizons has not only opened up new
vistas of opportunity and responsibility; it has also been
disturbing and confusing. Our neighbors are no longer limited to the narrow confines of our Jerusalems and Jerichos;
nor is he restricted to our own color and creed. The media
of modern communications bring him into the family circle
from the fighting fields of Vietnam, the ghettos of our great
cities, the poverty ridden streets of Calcutta. This is a reminder that the means to fulfill the mutual responsibility
of man to man have come closer to our grasp while the
chasms of iniquity have grown deeper and wider.
The church has a greater sensitivity to spiritual and
physical needs than non-Christian agencies. It may stop
short of its objectives because of failure to clearly define
goals and determine priorities. The problem it faces has
become not just more massive, but also more complex and
less clear. Divine guidance and wisdom are urgently needed
in choosing the paths that should be taken amid pressing
needs and opportunities. The basic material requirements
—food, shelter, clothing—of millions in the underdeveloped
countries are so great that the resources of the strongest
church organization are scarcely a beginning in alleviating
the total suffering. The combined evangelistic effort of
all missionaries in foreign countries will drop but a few
kernels of seed and bring in only a few bundles of grain
from the fields ripe for harvest. To this must be added
the task to be done close at hand: the need, often to an
appalling degree, in or near the affluent communities in
which we live.
The mandate of the church is clear. It has been commanded by Christ to proclaim the Gospel by all means
to men and women in every human situation. It is to be
nothing less than the witness of the whole church to the
whole Gospel to the whole world.
But what of specific guide lines? Are theories capable
of being translated into practical policies and effective action? The church is equipped to serve the world primarily
through the wisdom and knowledge it has to impart,
through its charity and philanthropy, and its unique ministry whereby the redemptive plan of God is to be fulfilled.
Among the most important of the guidelines are those
related to the unity of the church.- Paul in Ephesians
refers to Christ as the head of the church under whose
direction "the whole body is fitted together perfectly so
September
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In countries where Christians are a minority and living
standards low there is a much greater tendency toward
cooperative action. A prominent missionary in India made
this comment on the competitve element in affairs of the
church, "A vulgar note of seeking to out do what is done
elsewhere is one of the less lovely aspects of the Western
scene. For those committed to the service of the church
to accept such a pattern would mean a frivolous irresponsibility in the handling of sacred things. Let not any rationalization deceive us into following that path."
Response to missions may be one of the best criterion
in evaluating a church's program and assessing its objectives. The centrality of the Great Commission is the perspective from which the world must be seen and the point
from which priorities should be set.
For many years the mission vision has been one of the
great motivating factors of the Brethren in Christ Church.
The combined effort of those who stayed and those who
went has succeeded in establishing a work and a church
abroad far out of proportion to the size and strength of
the parent organization. While giving due credit to the
human factor it has come about largely as a direct result
of great consecration in giving, going, labouring, and praying. This missionary vision is the crowning glory of a denomination almost too small to be noticed among the giants
dominating the scene.
But what of the picture in 1967? Is the vision decreasing as the need increases? In the development program of
congregations, is there a sympathetic, urgent awareness
that the Great Commission is a primary cause, a central
factor in the program of the church that cannot be alienated
or placed in a secondary position without irreparably damaging the foundation of the total structure?
The statement so often made that the world mission programs of the church cannot be expanded or even properly
maintained without considerable strengthening of the home
base is not to be questioned. Practical problems of finance
and personnel are part of the daily fare of those closely
associated with missions and rapid inflation coupled with
frequent emergency situations in foreign countries increases the pressure. The relatively high per capita giving
of the church is reason for considerable satisfaction but
the extent of resources made available to administrators
on the field is equal cause for concern.
It is a rather disturbing fact that Brethren in Christ
budgets for missions, while being met annually in a most
commendable and sacrificial way, have consistently been
fixed at levels considerably lower than that considered minimal by sister missions in similar circumstances. This has
frequently hindered the work and handicapped missionaries in a way understood only by those most intimately
associated with the program. A further reason emphasizing the need for increased assistance in money and personnel are the indications that the moment of greatest
(3)

opportunity for church expansion in some places is coinciding with many signs that the time left for active missionary effort in these same places may be rapidly running
out.
The total picture is one of urgency and concern underlining the necessity for a maximum effort at home in
order to make possible the same effort on the mission fields.
The answer to the problem of adequate support for missions is neither retrenchment nor passive acceptance of
the status quo. It may well be a spiritual awakening that
will alert laity and leadership alike to the priorities of
involvement in the Great Commission. Those churches
that have made missions a vital concern and given missions
an equitable or even disproportionate share of their income
have invariably fared the best in the final reckoning of
their ministry.
The mission enterprise of the Brethren in Christ Church
has for many years dominated much of the church's total
activity. Inspired by a vision to carry the Gospel to the
uttermost parts, missionaries reached out to the more
remote areas of our land, then to the regions beyond in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Dedicated to the principle
of a full Gospel to the total man, they have ministered to
the sick, cared for the dying, helped the homeless, fed the
hungry, clothed the naked, relieved the oppressed, and
proclaimed the Good News. By example, by precept, by
commandment, by any and all means they have sought to
make Christ known.
Confronted by the ills vexing the human race on a
massive scale the missionary has invariably ministered to the
multitudes intensively and untiringly. He has seldom been
found wanting in the performance of the task he has set
his hand to do. But this does not mean that he always
kept a proper perspective and used his resources to the
best possible advantage. He may not have succeeded fully
in determining "firsts" among many needs.
It is generally true that in foreign countries Christian
missionaries are best known by their charities and institutional work. While the more mystic element of the
Christian message may be missed by many, there are few
who come under the influence of Christian institutions who
do not recognize a degree of devotion and a spirit of service
seldom seen elsewhere. Indeed, it can be said quite unequivocally that without the services and charities provided by the missionaries far fewer would have been permitted to remain on mission fields to engage in purely
"proselytizing" activities.
Recent statements by prominent Indian officials indicate
the very high regard many of them have for the dedicated
ministry of the Christian church. The head of the Indian
Service Society said in a recent speech, the Christian movement is a needed asset in the national life of India to exemplify the spirit of service and dedication. He suggested
that social workers should visit Christian colleges, hospitals,
orphanages, leprosariums, and blind and deaf asylums to
learn the motive of service and pled that the spirit of the
Christian movement be no longer largely confined to the
mission compounds but loosed upon the needs of the
country.
Again, in a statement by the Indian Minister of Planning
relative to the current food crisis, he said, "Here in India
there is a question of helping people with tools, with techniques, with possibilities whereby they may be able to produce more food. With help the farmers can triple their output, but to do this we must try to create among them a sense
of hope, of confidence, of purpose; a feeling that their
long burden of suffering is going to be lifted. The human
reclamation requires a special type of social engineering
(4)

which, to my mind, is the big challenge that we all have
to face. If the spirit of Christ is to find any embodiment
in our work today then it has to be found in stooping to
conquer and kneeling to raise those who feel estranged
from the house of humanity."
The case for the church as an agent of humanitarian
effort "In the Name* of Christ" is clear and conclusive.
The principle most basic to life is propagation. The
simplest known organism may have few functions but it
must multiply. In the beginning God made man from the
dust of the earth and breathed into him the breath of
life. As a living soul he received from God his first command: be fruitful and multiply. Jesus gathered from the
dusty by-ways of Judaea and Galilee the crude human elements He was to transform into an amazing creation—His
Church. Following the resurrection He met the disciples,
"breathed on them," and bequeathed the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Vibrant and virile with the life of God they received the command to make disciples of all nations and
went into the world—to reproduce and multiply.
Can we find our way in missions? Can we decide on
priorities? Can we distinguish the deviation from the direct
course? National church leaders will give one answer,
missionaries another, board secretaries a third, and lay
supporters a fourth. But the one common factor that must
be found is the propagation of the life of the church
which can be done only by winning men to Christ. Given
this, all else, in proper place and proportion, done by man
for man becomes valid and right. There will be no law
determining the limit to which we may go in loving our
neighbor as ourselves. Without it, we withhold the particular benefaction Christianity has to offer and choose a
course that will increasingly limit the church's ability to
serve the world in either a humanitarian or spiritual way.
Everything ultimately depends on the growth of the church.
Will the Brethren in Christ, in a day of unprecedented
change and challenge choose the right way?

The Power
of
The Printed Page
/. H. Hunter
J. H. Hunter, LL.D., is the former editor of The Evangelical Christian. He lives in Willowdale, Ontario, Canada, and writes today from
his home there.

w

HAT is the most powerful invention God has committed to man?
I think it was the late John R. Mott who observed that
it was the alphabet. What he said is true. For good or for
evil, no more potent weapon has been placed in the hands
of mankind than that of the printed page.
Long ago Solomon stated that man had sought out many
inventions, but of all his inventions none has exercised
such an effect upon the history of the world or contained
such potentialities as the art of printing.
Much of the history of the world is wrapped up in the
making of books and in the dissemination of the printed
page. The present is being molded by them and the future,
to a great extent, lies potentially unrevealed in the pages
that are yet to be, but which are destined to influence the
mind, the will and the heart of mankind.
Evangelical Visitor

Again and again it has been a book that has influenced
someone to great deeds and mighty achievements, making
them the instruments of blessing or otherwise to mankind.
The biographies of great men tell us again and again of
the tremendous part reading has played in their lives, and
of inspiration and incentive caught from the printed page.
The whole history of Christianity is replete with illustrations of the power of God made manifest through some
inconspicuous piece of printed matter used to lead some
soul from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to
salvation in Christ, and which set in motion a chain of
events that girdled the world with blessing.
It was the Word of God shining in the darkness of
Luther's soul that sparked the Reformation, kindling a
flame that will never be extinguished "till the moon is old
and the stars are cold, and the books of the Judgment Day
unfold."
The printed page is a double-edged weapon and may
bring a curse as well as a blessing. A new weapon has been
added to the armory of nations in recent years. It is that
of propaganda by which the soul of a people can be
destroyed, falsehood made to appear as truth, and the light
that is within turned to darkness.
It is impossible to exaggerate the effect of a good book
upon the life of the world. "A good book," said Milton,
"is the precious lifeblood of master spirit, embalmed and
treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life . . . As good
almost to kill a man as to kill a good book. Who kills a man
kills a reasonable creature—God's image, but he who destroys a good book kills reason itself . . . kills the image
of God, as it were, in the eye."
It was not for nothing that Paul enjoined his young
friend Timothy to give attention to reading. His own
personal interest in the subject is seen in his pathetic request to "bring the books, but especially the parchments"
to him in prison. The injunction of Paul needs to be given
earnest heed today when men and women stand confused
and bewildered at the multiplicity of books that surround
them.
Today many of the printing presses of the world are
pouring forth a stream of pernicious literature, debasing
and corrupting in its influence—a fearful force in the hands
of the evil one to lead multitudes astray into ways of
spiritual darkness and eternal death. There is another
and more blessed side to the story, of course. Great printing presses are constantly employed in the work of sending
out into the world the Word of God and publishing material that will help to heal the sins and sorrows and
"open sores" of the world.
Some years ago I heard Dr. Frank Laubach speak at
a meeting of the Canadian Branch of the British and
Foreign Bible Society. He is one who is making it possible
for millions of people all over the world to become literate.
Dr. Laubach said that had he one hundred million dollars
to spend he would invest every cent in the dissemination
of Christian literature so convinced was he of the power
resident in the printed page to bring enlightenment to the
nations that still sit in darkness and the shadow of death.
The words of Daniel Webster are as appropriate today
—perhaps more so—as they were one hundred years ago:
"If religious books are not widely circulated among the
masses in this country I do not know what is to become
of us as a nation. And the thought is one to cause solemn
reflection on the part of every Christian and every patriot.
If truth is not diffused, error will be. If God and His Word
are not known and received, the devil and his works will
gain the ascendency. If the evangelical volume does not
reach every hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious
September
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literature will. If the power of the gospel is not felt through
the length and breadth of the land, anarchy and misrule,
degradation and misery, corruption and darkness, will reign
without mitigation or end."
The day that Daniel Webster foresaw is with us. Evil
propaganda floods the world and a sleeping Church seems
unaware of the enemy in our midst and at our doors. But
to us has been entrusted a force more powerful than the
H-bomb, a force that is mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds of the devil and of destroying his
works.
That force is the ministry of the printed page. Let us
see to it that we use it well.

Gleanings
from the

Mennonite W o r l d

Conference

Bishop E. J. Swalm
will be the reports as the American
delegation, approximately two thousand strong, reM
turns from this great congress. The conference is now over.
ANY AND VARIED

The true appraisal of what it accomplished can only be
made by the Eternal God.
As your servant on the General Council I felt indebted
to share with the readers of the Evangelical Visitor a few
observations. Obviously, one cannot be a part of a worldwide organization in a global meeting without feeling his
sense of narrowness. He may be fairly well developed in
his knowledge of geography, and intimately acquainted
with the pages of history, and even be convincingly saturated with his denominational dogmas, yet, if he is intellectually honest he will suffer with spasmodic pains of new
ideas.
There were approximately 4,700 registered. Approximately 300 were voting delegates; the rest were considered
non-voting delegates. The papers that were prepared centering around the conference theme: "The Witness of the
Holy Spirit" were on a high scholarly level yet so exceedingly Biblical. They were put within the concept of the
conference attendants. Discussion groups and panel debate brought many helpful truths to our minds.
Certainly we did not all see alike. The culture of each
country naturally shapes the thoughts of its citizens but
this in itself made us from North America take a good fresh
look at ourselves. How prone human nature is to overlook
its defects. The mutual sharing of ideas by Christians of
varying cultures, races, and nationalities inevitably widens
horizons.
The fellowship in Bible study, prayer meetings, song
services and special sectional meetings was a rare occasion
of spiritual uplift. The conference message was almost
unanimously adopted by the conference. Many of us would
have preferred to have more included but it will be understood that the statements made need to be acceptable
around the world.
It was a great time of spiritual inspiration. One college
president from America said, "The conference was well
worthwhile even if there has never been a paper read or
a speech given, the fellowship was worth it."
Continued to page twelve
(5)

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKSHOPS
Rhodesian Style
Alvera

Stem

MAN giggled away to himself as he struggled to color the little mother
ToutHEhentheOLDand
her baby chicks. Beside him sat a helpful grandson, busily cutting
finished products of pretty pictures. Clearly the boy was out of place

in a Sunday School Workshop, but who was to chase him away, when Grandfather
needed his help to hear what the missionary was saying and to do all the queer
projects which the missionary thought necessary to help the Sunday school?
Grandfather had taught in the Sunday school for many years, even if he could
not read the words of Jesus himself, but the people seemed to like him anyway.
And now the missionaries and some nice-looking young teachers from the big
schools were coming to help him be a better Sunday school teacher. "Ho! 1
taught that one when he was in school. Always was a smart one!"
And so Grandfather came to Sunday School Workshop. With him came
Grandfather comes to Workshop.
many other teachers, old and young, to learn new techniques
to help them at home. These workshops are organized by
Another feature of the Sunday School Workshop is
the Sunday School Committee. They are held once a year
the display of cheap materials which can be bought: they
in each of the areas which invite them in Rhodesia. All
are shown cheap illustrated flash card stories, colorful
Sunday school teachers and pastors are urged to attend.
charts, filmstrips, take-home papers and tracts. Every
Because of their isolation from other schools, towns,
teacher can carry home all the tracts he can hold, as these
magazines, and other sources of ideas, one of the prime
are received free from a South African publishing firm.
objectives of the workshop team is to deliver free into the
These do not go to waste, as reading material is passed on
hands of the teachers materials which can be used to enfrom one reader to another, until it disintegrates. All of the
liven their Sunday Schools . . . object lessons duplicated
materials on display can be purchased at the Matopo Book
on cheap paper, which can be cut out and colored by hand,
Room, and the workshop does not fail to promote the Book
paper dolls drawn on old cardboard boxes and then cut,
Room's wares, for as everyone knows, no one would think
puppets made from old paper bags, songbooks made by
of going to town without making one stop at this meeting
hand from old pictures and sugar-bag paper, stick figures
place of Christians in Bulawayo.
from twigs and rags, and so on. They are also taught new
songs and choruses, as many of them as possible in the
Very important at each of the workshops are the sessions
vernacular and rhythm of the country.
for discussion of the teachers' problems in their Sunday

Demonstrating some Sunday School helps at a Regional Conference.
But it was also pointed out that Bible stories can often be made to
live by using simple objects, as boxes, papers, and sticks.

(6)

A DVBS teacher with some of her
enthralled pupils.
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"Never too old to learn

schools. One of the most serious problems is the high rate
of absenteeism caused by the parents' requiring the child
to work in the fields or to herd cows on Sunday morning.
Another common problem is that of opposition from community leaders and various false cults in the area. Then
there is the problem of money—how to challenge the
pupil to give, and how to spend the offerings wisely. And
the most common problem of all: how to start Sunday
school on time, when no one in the village has a clock!
"Cross the river when the sun gets 'so' high and you will
be on time," says one good teacher. The most neglected
problem of all is how to lead the child to Christ, once he
is in the class and shows the desire to repent.
Grandfather will go home after the days of meeting,
armed with many ideas and a pamphlet of new materials.
Somewhere, sometime, a child will be led to Christ because of his renewed interest and enthusiasm in his Sunday
school.

CAN

GOD . . . ?
Thelma Book

OYLE AND i had sometimes wondered how it would be
D
if we should have to face, in faraway Japan, the death
of someone very near to us: would we let Christ triumph

in us, or would we "sorrow as those who have no hope"?
And now the experience has been ours and we cannot but
share the living reality of our Lord. (Doyle's father passed
away very suddenly July 20.)
How unexpectedly the news came at five in the morning,
from Doyle's brother Wayne. Doyle came back to bed
and we reminisced and had prayer together for Mother
and Wayne and Rachel—and thanksgiving for Daddy. As
soon as the girls awakened, we told them, too. Chari was
so happy about it—that Grandpa Book should actually be
in Heaven!!
Throughout the day as we wrote letters and did the
day's tasks, from time to time, we paused to share the
thoughts passing through our minds. I had just the day
before finished an intensive study of Revelation using All
Things New by Bloomfield. It had been an exciting study.
I found the book so fascinating I could not lay it d o w n read until 1:30 the Saturday before. Then I laid it on
Doyle's desk saying he just must read-it. He said it was
coincidental; he himself was just planning to read Revelation.
September
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And so here we were, just thinking about God's plan
for the church, the revealing of Christ's Kingdom and His
eternal plan for His saints—when Daddy Book made his
abundant entrance. Everything was timed so perfectly—
by His designing. I know no other way to describe these
days than to say they have been happy and wonderful. All
the things God has said about the death of His saints are
true: "Blessed are they who die in the Lord," "I go to
prepare a place . . . that where I am there ye may be also."
. . . "O death, where is thy sting, O grave, where is thy
victory?" Does it seem unfeeling to say these have been
wonderful days, beautiful days?
My first sense of loss when Doyle relayed the message
was, "Oh, we have not his prayers for us anymore." Daddy
had been praying especially that the Holy Spirit would
manifest all His gifts to the church here in Japan and around
the world in this age. Then I remembered from Revelation
that the dead in the Lord have access to the throne even
though they have not yet their resurrection bodies. It
also seems that they have knowledge of what takes place
on earth. The possibility that with Daddy's having just
entered in with them there, the concern of all Heaven may
be centered on us here at this time is inexpressibly beautiful.
You know how it is when something wonderful happens
to you—you want to share it with someone else. One of
our first impulses was to share this experience with the
Christians here. Thursday evening was the regular Senzaki
meeting. Doyle shared and there was a prayer time. "I
just realized tonight," said one mother, "that your parents
must have thought of this possibility when they sent you
to Japan—that you would not be able to come to them
when it came time for them to die — and yet they were
willing that you should come. And had you not come, I
would not be a Christian today. I wonder . . . I do not
think I would be willing for my children to go so far
away." And then she prayed a lovely prayer as did also
one of the younger women. In a meaningful way the
church here is remembering our loved ones in America even
as the church in America is remembering us because of
Daddy's passing.
So here is a circle of Christian love bringing us all
into oneness: He in us, we in Him, and because of Him,
in each other. All this—while the world around us erupts
daily in racial tensions, violence, and rumors of wars, not
knowing Him who has broken down the walls of partition . . .
Friday morning I went to our neighbors to buy eggs.
Each missionary family here at Nagato has witnessed to
this fine elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. Goto, during the nine
years the mission has been here. I found myself sharing
with them the wonder and joy of the Christian hope we
are experiencing with Daddy's homegoing. And I realized
the Holy Spirit is using this for a witness.
Yesterday afternoon it suddenly came to me with tears
that Daddy's hand, so grievously wounded in the electric
saw while we were on furlough, will be whole again in
that day when he receives his resurrection body—and we
along with him.
Saturday, July 29
Today with our good Christian friends, Mr. and Mrs.
Mine from Uba city, and their three small children, we all
went to the beach not far from here. It was a perfect day
—sandy beach, water far out, ideal for the little ones who
enjoyed every minute—the blue, blue sky matching the
water . . . Since we are not taking an extended vacation this
summer, we are working some days like this into our
schedule as we also carry on with our obligations.
Continued to page ten
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LIFE
IN
OUTER
SPACE
Ward L. Kaiser

F GOD intended to create life on only one planet, why
Istage
did He make such a big production out of it? Isn't the
a bit oversized for the drama of human life? Wouldn't

just one solar system be plenty? Why should He bother to
add planet to planet, solar system to solar system, galaxy
to galaxy, endlessly
Why? Why? WHY?
No one knows for sure. But the question keeps coming
back. It's the question behind all other questions. Long
after other questions have withered away, this one will
still be around.
Suppose, for discussion's sake, that life were to be
found on some other planet tomorrow. What would that
do to your faith?
"It would expand my idea of God," said one teenager.
"He would seem so much greater, even, than He seems now,
because He'd be in control of a lot more than just us human
beings on earth."
"I'd have a hard time remaining a Christian," was another person's reaction. "I've always believed that Jesus
died for the whole world—but how could His death on Calvary, on earth, have anything to do with other planets? They
wouldn't even know about it. Or do you suppose He's
been going around from one planet to another—and maybe
getting killed over and over again?"
The time to think about such questions has come. What
if earth people aren't the only intelligent beings in the
universe? What if we're not so special after all? What
would that do to the Bible? To the Christian religion? To
your personal relationships with God? To prayer? To
God's everlasting love for you?
And what if those beings out there don't know God as
you and I know Him through Christ? Would you vote to
send missionaries from your church to some spot in space?
Would you do this even if these space beings were more
advanced, more intelligent, and more highly civilized than
we are on earth? Or would you send missionaries only
to "less advanced" tribes?
A few years back, only writers of science fiction spent
time thinking about life on other planets. And nobody took
them seriously. They aimed to entertain, not to inform.
• But today some big-name scientists are absolutely serious about the question. "Suppose only one in three million
stars has a civilization in orbit around it," suggests Dr.
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Sebastian von Hoerner, an astronomer from Heidelberg,
Germany, in a recent issue of Science magazine. He supports that figure, by the way, with some complex though
not impossible mathematics. "Even then, there could be
millions of such civilizations within our galaxy alone."
Sharpen up the pencil, friend, for there are millions—
perhaps billions—of galaxies in space!
So many scientists now think that life may be flourishing on distant planets that some of them are actually trying
to exchange messages across the vastness of space. "If anybody is out there," they reason, "they may be trying to get
in touch with us." Radio and light waves reaching the
earth are constantly being studied for possible codes. Of
course, even at the speed of light, 186,000 miles a second,
it might take 2,000 years for a question to be sent to us
from another planet and an answer beamed back. But
who's in a bigger hurry than that?
One thing is sure: while some people find space appealing, others find it appalling.
Most American teenagers are thrilled with the prospect
of space exploration. A whopping 47 per cent say they
expect to travel to the moon in their lifetime, reports youth
researcher Eugene Gilbert.
But others answer that there's no space like home, and
John Glenn should have stayed there. "As the earth was
made for humans, so humans were made for this earth,"
they flatly insist. "The only time we are intended to get
beyond it is when—and if—we get to heaven."
And what is heaven, and where? "A place in space,"
some Christians say.
Former Premier Krushchev, an atheist, has his own
ideas. Consider what he said to a New York Times reporter:
"As to Paradise, we have heard a lot about it from the
priests. So we decided to find out for ourselves. First, we
sent up our explorer Yuri Gargarin. He circled the globe
and found nothing but outer space. It's pitch dark there,
he said; no Garden of Eden, nothing like heaven. So we
decided to send another explorer. We sent Gherman Titov
and told him to fly for a whole day. After all, Gargarin was
up there only an hour and a half. So he might have missed
Paradise. We told him to take a good look. Well, he took
off, came back, and confirmed Gargarin's conclusion. He reported there was nothing there."
How would you, as a Christian, answer? Could you
"give a reason for the faith that is in you"? What does
your faith say?
When Galileo offered to let some church leaders of his
day look through his new invention, the telescope, they
refused. Because they thought he was dead wrong about
the sun and the earth? No. Because they were afraid he
was right. And if he was, they were wrong.
Even today, some people are like that. They can't enlarge their thinking. They are fearful of what science may
discover.
But why should a Christian fear the truth?
Youth Directors are always searching for Christ's Crusaders
program ideas. The above thought-provoking article regarding outer
space may spark an idea. I propose that some research be done
on life in outer space and that a CC program be devoted to discussion of this very current issue following careful presentation of
the topic by one or more CC's. (Page Editor)
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ing are essential, of course, but times will come when what
is needed is truth and plain speaking.
Now and then, when the dictator-doormat regime has
been in effect for a long time, shock treatment may be the
best thing to restore balance and reality.
A woman I know suffered for years from the rudeness
and indignity of a moody husband. One day, in a great
quandry, she went to church, and there she heard a sermon

Home

The Case for Family "Rows

**

Sam Shoemaker
s
more anguishing and devastating than
Imakes
a family fight? Somebody "starts something" or perhaps
a loaded statement. Others begin to take sides.
THERE ANYTHING

Voices grow shrill, old bitterness and prejudices add fuel
to the fire and emotions are seared and scarred for life by
words which can never be recalled nor wholly erased, even
allowing for the healing effect of a later apology.
A perceptive person said to me, "A family row in our
clan is not just like two engines in a head-on collision with
each other; it is like the two engines with about fifty freight
cars attached to them. And the cars are loaded with memories and angry faces and harsh words and their consequences!"
Family peace is, of course, a good thing, but it must be
true peace, and not bought at too high a price. There is
a kind of family peace that is not peace at all, but the uneasy cooperation of dictators and doormats. The dictator
may be father, mother, or child. He or she has learned
that by temper or tears, by tantrums or silence, or by the
sententious announcement of high-sounding moral principles, dominion can be established. Nobody likes a row, so
others succumb. No objection is made after that to injustice, dishonesty, or wilfulness.
As we all know, this is abnormal docility. It may create
emotional and psychological problems in the children that
will crop out later. The tyrant is not necessarily one who
swings his weight, but who has discovered the chink in the
family's armor, and knows how to thrust in his rapier deftly.
G. K. Chesterton said of Robert Browning's father-inlaw, Edward Barrett, that he possessed "not that spirit
merely which thinks that nothing should stand in the way
of its ill-temper, but that spirit which thinks that nothing
should stand in the way of its amiability."
The dictator, as the originator of this peace-with-misery,
likes to think of it as a great achievement, and will not
consider it possible that beneath its smooth surface there
are seething resentments. This same pattern is notably
present in many industrial and business situations, where
the dominator thinks his subjects are happy because they
are silent. None of this is peace. It is merely preliminary
to war.
The most seemingly-happy marriage I ever knew of is
today shattered in pieces. It never had any salt in it—only
sugar. The erotic insincerity of courtship and the honeymoon never ceased till the whole thing went up in an explosion of hidden wrath.
When there is no word of honest criticism, no wholesome corrective, marriage becomes merely a soft nest
"where never is heard a discouraging word." This is not
life as life exists, but romanticism. There is something
bigger and more important in marriage than merely enjoying yourself, or having someone always agree with you or
help you to lick your wounds. Tenderness and understand-
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in which it was suggested that sometimes it is well to "let
George see himself as George really is." Fortified with
prayer and backed by other members of the family, she
quietly and firmly took her husband apart to his face, and
told him exactly what he was like and what he was doing
to all of them. What she said was not calculated to seek
revenge, but to make an honest effort to let the husband
see what kind of person he was.
It was an immense shock to him. He neither saw himself in this role nor recognized the barest outline of it. The
woman admitted, "It was a heart-breaking thing to show
a person a self he had never fully faced. But if we were to
go on with any semblance of life together, it had to be
done."
The operation was successful. The shock treatment
worked. A sensitive, thin-skinned man began to see himself and what he was doing to his family. It was the
beginning of a new day in that household.
Francois Fenelon gave some wise advice for such dealings: "You must manage a little. You must proceed with
caution, be guided by circumstances, yield in little things;
and in those you think essential, you must exercise all your
firmness. But remember that true firmness is gentle, humble,
and tranquil. All violent, haughty, and unquiet firmness
is unworthy of the cause of religion." Yes, and unworthy
of the cause of any kind of happy human relations, also!
This reminds us to point out the uselessness of a
thousand little pecking, nagging criticisms, spread out over
a long period of time. Save your steam for a really good
blow-up! We shall keep quiet a hundred times where we
speak out once. But let us wait for the right occasion.
Let us have our facts, and not embroider them with exaggeration, adjectives, or heat. Let us pray for a quiet spirit,
free from immediate bitterness. The "truth spoken in love"
has a strange authority all its own. It does not need to
grow angry. It can afford to let many unfairnesses or injustices go unanswered. It can keep to the main point and
not let itself be drawn aside by irrelevancies.
Our own immaturities will probably show up somewhere during such an encounter, and if they do, we will
do well to confess them promptly, remembering that an
admission of fault on our own side is always conducive to
further honesty on the part of the person with whom we
are dealing.
There is an old story about a stubborn man who was
finally convinced he had been unfair in the judgment of a
friend, and that he ought to apologize. He went to make
amends, and said, "I have come to set things straight between us. This time you were right, as I usually am; and
I was wrong, as you usually are."
There is no one in the world without faults, and there
is no place where faults show up so conspicuously and so
Continued to page twelve
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Can God?

Mother's Day P r o g r a m at Esquipulas

Continued from page seven
After lunch we told the Mines about our recent experience. As we shared with some tears and a great deal of
joy, I realized that death in the families of most Japanese
Christians could not have these overtones of wonder,
thanksgiving, and joy. For most of their families are not
Christian. For a brief moment I thought, "Have we been
thoughtless or even cruel in speaking so freely?" No,
surely not so, for this same salvation is offered their families too. This may be part of God's plan for putting a
burden upon His people here to witness to their families
and friends and contacts about the salvation offered in
Jesus Christ. Pray God that He will use all this to make
us all vibrant witnesses of the hope Christ has put within
us until God reaps a mighty harvest among us.
In family worship these days we talk about Grandpa
Book in Heaven; and we're singing triumphant hymns concerning the home prepared and the joy of the final consummation of God's plan for His redeemed and for all creation. Stephanie summed it all up in her prayer: "Thank
you for Grandpa Book in Heaven."
Monday, July 31
Daddy Book's funeral was Sunday, 2:00 a.m., Japan
time. After the Sunday message Doyle shared with the
church God's nearness and the preciousness to us these
days of the Christian hope. Then, although it was already
12 o'clock he asked permission to read Revelation 22 as a
memorial to Daddy. From the Japanese hymnal we sang
"When We All Get to Heaven" and "Face to Face." It was
a precious time. Mr. Shibata (Firewood Field) had come
to Nagato especially to bring sympathetic greetings from
the Hagi church—a gracious Christian act by a fellow
believer; we really appreciated it. How good it is to be
enfolded in Christian love at times like these!
Note: W e share this letter with our readers because we all
need to claim our inheritance in Christ—victory over death. Of
the tomb one poet says, "Since Jesus has been there, I dread
not its gloom." And another poet:
"No terror the prospect begets,
I am not mortality's slave:
The sunbeam of life, as it sets,
Paints a rainbow of peace on the grave." —Page Editor

Meeting little friends upon arrival
at Esquipulas building. Adults: Ray
and Mary Gibble, H. Wolgemuth,
H. N. Hostetter, Jack Yost.
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(Another look at Nicaragua through the eyes of Mary (Mrs.
Ray) Gibble, one of the party who accompanied the Director
of Missions, Henry N. Hostetter, in his May visit.)

T WAS in a new part of God's world (for us) in a new
Ithat
environment, with new faces and a new way of life
we found ourselves on May 14. All we could recog-

nize in the service was the tunes of their songs. But the
friendliness and smiles of the people made us feel very
welcome. Most of their songs were in Spanish; but "Heavenly Sunlight" and "Deep and Wide" were sung for us
in English.
We were in the new building in Esquipulas. Through
an interpreter Brother Hostetter spoke about the new
building, why it was built and for what purpose. The
people seem happy and appreciative for the new building.
The church was so full—with 215 people there—that I
don't know where many more could have been put. There
were 31 mothers: the oldest, 75; the youngest 15. The
youngest baby was 22 days old! The largest family present
numbered six; happily, they are also the most faithful
family, according to the Wolgemuths.
The oldest mother was honored and the youngest
recognized. Mothers there for the first time were also
recognized. There were a few special songs, recitations,
and a message in Spanish.
And some of you are wondering about the aprons!
Well, every one of the mothers present received the gift
of a new apron made by some of the sewing circles in the
States. Many of the mothers wear aprons to .church. They
really like aprons.
After dismissal, they all went out one door and received
an ice cream cup. As it was a very hot day, the ice cream
was very welcome. It was made possible by a Christian
dairyman friend who gave it to the church at a veiy low
charge.
After the meeting one of the young men expressed his
appreciation to Brother Hostetter for being interested in
his people and for what the church was doing for them.

Luz Marina Gomez—a faithful girl
in Sunday School—and some of her
nieces and nephews.

Remido Molina, our helper Wednesday and Friday, with his wife and
family.

Evangelical Visitor

May I add in closing that I am looking forward to the
coming year in Newfoundland.

A
VS'er
Reports
Marilyn Ebersole

my work in St. Anthony (Newfoundland)
this past year. For me it has been filling an ordinary
job in a needy area. Our hospital has the same cry as many
others in remote areas; that of lack of facilities and shortage of trained personnel.
The hospital serves the northern peninsula of Newfoundland and part of Labrador. The people are very
hardy and independent, making a living by fishing. When
the fish are "running" in summer, the people work long
hours with little time to sleep. This is a family business;
everyone helps, including small children. After the fish are
caught they must be salted and laid out in the sun to dry
for several days before being stored for winter.
Where the soil is deep and rich enough for vegetables
to grow, the women have gardens of cabbage, potatoes, and
turnips.
Only within the past few years have roads and telephones been introduced to this area. For some, even now,
the summer visits of the coastal boats are their only contact
with the outside world. For these isolated folks, the hospital has a boat and a seaplane.
The people are quite friendly and hospitable. I have
been invited into homes for a "cup of coffee" minutes
after meeting someone for the first time, and to refuse is
an insult. They make very good patients, complaining
little and helping each other, as well as other patients in
the hospital.
Since hospital work means weekend work and Lttle
time off, I have not gotten active in the local church program. However, I have been teaching Sunday school for
the children in the hospital. Tuberculosis is still quite prevalent here, and there are usually several children that are
TB patients in the hospital. These children attend weekly,
in addition to the others in the hospital. The class is usually divided into two groups; those who have been in Sunday school before and those who have no idea of church.
It is a thrill to hear them singing songs on the wards during the week which they learned in Sunday school.
Occasionally, some of the staff present church services
at some of the outlying communities. It is hard for us who
can go to church every Sunday to realize that these people
have no services unless we go and provide one for them.
The churches are usually lit by gaslights and are clean
and small. The singing is hearty even though it is extremely
slow. After the service we enjoy talking with the people.
I enjoy my job. It is little different from what I did
at home. However, there are additional frustrations such
as poor equipment, erratic electricity and difficulty of getting supplies. But these are minor compared to the joy of
serving.
HAVE ENJOYED
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The writer of this article is a member of the Palmyra (Pa.)
congregation. She attended Messiah College and Polyclinic Hospital (Harrisburg, Pa.) with training as a medical technologist. In
her home congregation she has served as organist and leader, in the
Junior Prayer Band.

Ric's Example
A Carlisle (Pa.) Sunday school class decided to send
a money gift to one of its members, a ninth grade boy,
who met with an accident while on vacation in Minnesota.
This new Christian, 14 years old, could not accept
the gift as the following letter indicates:
"Dear Mrs. Peterman,
I would like to accept your offer but I'm not going to
because I wasn't really laid up! The only things that I'm not
supposed to do are swimming and horseback riding, and I
have even done that!
Another reason why I can't accept is that other people
need that money more than I do! So, if you don't mind, please
deposit the money in the offering of your-best choice. Thank
you very much and thank the class too!
Sorry that I can't accept!
Ric"

This offering was sent to Brethren in Christ Missions.
It is typical of the kind of giving that makes possible our
witness in this topsy-turvy world.
Ric's growth in understanding is an excellent example
of what every child of God should come to know: That we
as His children have very much to be thankful for, and
that we always have SOMETHING to share with others
who are in need. As all those who name the name of Christ
learn Ric's lesson, the needs of the Missions program will
be met and our witness will bring a harvest of souls into
Christ's kingdom.

Mission News
With Executive Secretary
Henry N. Hostetter left New York 10 p.m., August 16.
He was accompanied by Bafanya Mlilo who was returning
to Rhodesia after a year's study in the States. They arrived in Bulawayo Friday evening, August 18.
Rev. Hostetter shared in a love feast and baptismal
service at Mayezane, near Mtshabezi Mission before leaving for Zambia to attend the General Conference at Choma.
Bishop for Zambia
The Missions Office has been informed by cable, received August 28, that the Church has elected Missionary
H. Frank Kipe to be the bishop of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Zambia. He will succeed Bishop J. Earl Musser whose furlough will be coming up before very long.
Pray for these men as they deal with the burden of the
churches.
Furloughs
The A. Graybill Brubakers, to arrive about Sept. 12.
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman, to arrive beginning of October.
Martha L. Lady, R.N., to arrive about mid-October.
(11)

The following excerpt from H. Frances Davidson's book, SOUTH
AND SOUTH CENTRAL AFRICA . . ., indicates that the Jesse
Engle missionary party received an early introduction to the malaria
fever problem in tropical lands.—Feature Editor

Founding of Matopo Mission
Part II-PERILS OF MISSIONARY LIFE
at Cape Town in the midst of the
W
summer and dry season. Like California, Cape Town
and vicinity have rains chiefly in the winter, and a most
E HAD AKRIVED

healthful climate the year round. Other parts of
South Africa, however, have their rainy season in the
summer, and in some localities, notably Rhodesia and
farther inland, the deadly malarial fever is especially severe
during the rainy season. So we were advised to remain
at Cape Town until the rains were over in Rhodesia. Mr.
Lewis was contemplating going north with us to assist
Brother Engle in opening the work; but before this could
be accomplished, both he and Mrs. Lewis were summoned north to Bulawayo by a telegram to minister to
one of their friends there who was very sick.
After reaching Bulawayo they immediately sent a telegram south telling us to remain at Cape Town, and under
no consideration to venture into the interior until the rains
were over. As if to emphasize the message, both of them,
while attending to the sick, were stricken with fever, and
all were obliged to hasten south as soon as possible. We
also came into contact with some of the Seventh Day
Adventists in Cape Town, and through them learned that
two of their missionaries in Rhodesia had just succumbed
to the fever.
From the illness brought on at this time Mr. Lewis
never fully recovered, and shortly after our departure from
Cape Town, we learned, much to our sorrow, that he had
been carried away by the disease. We were often made to
feel, as Mrs. Lewis expressed it, that the Lord had sent
them before us to' preserve life. Otherwise we would
undoubtedly have gone to Bulawayo at an earlier date
than we did and would probably have had to suffer in
consequence.

Family "Rows"
Continued from page nine
repetitively as in the home. Let us not make our truthsession a demand for perfection, nor an occasion to scrape
up all the bitter things we can remember from years past.
Judgment must be tempered with mercy. The human race,
like the Christian Church, is an aggregation of sinners.
The great difference between the Church and the world
lies in the fact that if we really belong to the Church, we
increasingly begin to face ourselves with honesty, and try
to deal with our recognized faults, asking God's forgiveness for the past and help for the future.
(12)

Families need a machinery for working at honesty. I
know a family that meets once a week in family council.
Everyone takes a turn at leadership. They talk about joint
plans, decide what to give to various causes, and also take
time for family worship. Fun and laughter is frequent;
the whole scheme is impoverished when the meeting is
used for grievances only. But it is used for this, too, and
when anyone feels aggrieved by another member, or by
the family as a whole, a special meeting may be called, and
the grievance aired.
Minutes are kept and these always include jobs and
calendar for the week—baby-sitting, looking after guests,
who gets the use of the family car, etc. At the next meeting the minutes are read, and it is apparent who did their
jobs and who fell down, including parents. Red faces are
thus not confined to the children.
Sometimes when a rather delicate suggestion is to be
made to Father or Mother or one of the children, roleplaying is used. There was a session on "What Mother
looks like to us," and another on "Does Father use affected
speech sometimes?" Both got the point!
It is recognized that there are personal matters that
should not be brought to the council, but taken up in
private with parents, and this special condition is freely
acknowledged.
This family has some rules to govern their meetings:
(1) Keep to the point, and do not wander off into side
issues.
(2) Be perfectly honest about where you feel another
is wrong, or has acted unfairly or unwisely.
(3) Do not damage another's personality, nor indulge
in the old "argumentum ad hominem," but discuss as objectively as possible the point at issue.
Asked what they feel are the overall and long-term
results of such a family council, they say: teamwork, honesty, esprit de corps, training in fair play and democratic
processes, and much closer relations between parents and
children. One might say that such a family conclave is a
highly constitutional form of a "family row" which makes
unnecessary the usual variety.
One last word about the courage to deal with a family
tyrant. Sometimes we have endured sulks or rages or domination for so long that we think the skies will fall if
we call for an end to them. They won't. If you have gone
on enduring till you have almost ceased to be a person,
reverse the process. Quit being a mouse! Pray for a right
spirit. Wait for the right time. Then say your piece.
Yes, family rows can be good!
Reprinted by permission from Faith at Work magazine, 295 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017.

Mennonite W o r l d Conference
Continued from page five
Since this is the fourth World Conference I have attended successively I would venture the comment that in
many ways this one excelled the previous conferences. It
is to be noted and expected that each conference helps participating groups to understand each other better and all
are drawn closer to a mutual understanding of New Testament truth.
Bishop E. J. Swalm served as the denomination's representative
on the General Council of the Eighth Mennonite World Conference.
Having served for many years in relation to the work of the
several Mennonite World Conferences, Bishop Swalm has resigned
effective with the close of this Conference. He has been succeeded
by Alvin C. Burkholder as the denominational representative on
the General Council.
Evangelical Visitor

M I D W E S T CONFERENCE
A program of gospel music was presented
by the Gospelaires Quartet in a recent Sunday
evening service of the Zion congregation,
Kansas.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Layman's Sunday, planned by t h e . local
Men's Fellowship, was observed by the U p land congregation, Calif., September 17. Pastor
Elbert Smith spoke to the men in a breakfast
meeting. City manager of Upland, Eldon
Alder, was guest speaker in the morning worship service. The evening service featured a
number of local laymen sharing their faith
and testimony.

•

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Faculty Retreat
The Annual Faculty Retreat convened at
Camp Hebron near Halifax, Pa., on September 5 and 6. The theme of the retreat was,
"Communications Within the College Community." Dr. Charles L. Lewis, Vice President
for Student Affairs from the Pennsylvania
State University, spoke on "Personnel Services
for Today's College Students." "Communications to Prospective Students" was discussed
by Dr. J. Norman Hostetter, Director of the
College Department of Education.
Panels composed of faculty and students
discussed intra-college communications. The
Retreat closed with a devotional period and a
communion service led by Pastor LeRoy B.
Walters.
College Hosts Sunday School Convention
On Saturday, September 23, hundreds of
Sunday school and church leaders attended
a convention on the Campus of Messiah College sponsored by the Allegheny and Atlantic
Conferences. W e hope this in-service study
and challenge opportunity will bear eternal
fruit.
College Day For Seniors
On October 20 Messiah College is inviting
High School Seniors to be guests of the College. Seniors, who have already chosen Messiah
College or are still choosing the college for
their future education, are encouraged to take
advantage of this special time to observe life
on campus.
Pastors are urged to inform their youth of
this opportunity and to accompany them to
the college.

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
Walter Winger was installed as pastor of
the Carlisle congregation, Pa., September 3,
by Bishop Charlie Byers. An informal reception honored the pastor and his family following the Sunday evening service. In addition
to pastoral duties, Rev. Winger will continue
part-time service as Director of Youth for the
denomination. Interim pastor, Kenneth Engle,
has taken up study at Asbury Theological
Seminary.
The Air Hill congregation, Pa., gave farewell to Donna Lee Sollenberger in their midweek service, September 6. She left for service
in Africa September 8.
Forty Christ's Crusaders from Five Forks,
Pa., visited the Searights Mission, Uniontown,
Sunday, August 27.
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Homecoming Week E n d
October 21-22 will be Homecoming week
end at Messiah College. Preceding Homecoming Day, Saturday, the Board of Trustees
and Associates will meet.
The Founder's Dinner will be Saturday
evening in the college dining hall. At 7:30
the Homecoming Convocation will convene in
the Alumni Auditorium.
Dr. Jesse F . Lady of Claremont, California,
will be guest minister, in the Sunday morning
service. In addition to being a former president at Upland College, he is currently a
College Relations Associate for Messiah College on the West Coast.
Sunday afternoon will be a Faculty-Parents
Tea and Open House. At this time student
residences and classrooms will be open to
alumni and friends of the college.
College Sunday
November 19 will be observed as College
Sunday in Brethren in Christ churches.
The College Relations Office will be at the
service of pastors and churches in providing
speakers and special music for the occasion.
Because of limited personnel you are encouraged to make requests at an early date.
Here is a suggestion which was used by the
Cross Roads congregation of Mt. Joy, Pa. Mr.
David P. McBeth, Director of College Relations, spoke in the Sunday morning worship
service. At noon, the Sunday School Board
sponsored a Fellowship dinner honoring the
high school Seniors and recent graduates as
well as the College students of the congregation. There are six young people from this
congregation attending Messiah College this
year.

In a missionary meeting of the Chambersburg congregation, Pa., Charles and Ruth
Rife spoke about their year's work in South
Chicago.
Harry Daniels, pastor of the Methodist
church, was guest speaker in a Sunday evening outdoor meeting of the Big Valley congregation, Pa.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Pete George, an administrative assistant for
the Leighton Ford team, spoke in Sunday
morning worship, August 27, of the Bellevue
Park congregation, Harrisburg. His purpose
was to help prepare the congregation for
active participation in the Central Pennsylvania Crusade, November 5-19.
An old-fashioned barn meeting was sponsored by the Christ's Crusaders of Cross Roads
congregation, Pa., Sunday evening, September
10. Bishop Emeritus I. W. Musser was speaker.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Davis, Ridgeway, Ontario, celebrated their golden wedding anniversary July 31, 1967. Because Mr. Davis was
in Douglas Memorial Hospital on the anniversary date, plans for an open house had to be
cancelled. The couple were married in Mrs.
Davis' home, Stevensville, Ontario, by her
uncle, Bishop Bert Sherk. They have three
children: Mrs. Dorothy Reamon, Vineland,
Ontario; Mrs. Hazel Nigh, Ridgeway; and
Howard Davis, Ridgeway. Eight grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren complete their
family circle. The Davises have been faithful
members of the Bertie Brethren in Christ
Church, Stevensville.
Relatives, church and community friends
gathered in farewell to the Harvey Sider
family at the Cheapside church, Ontario,
Sunday evening, August 20, shortly before
their return to India.
"Explorations Unlimited" was the theme of
the youth retreat of the Sherkston, Ontario,
youth, September 22-24, held at Sweets Corners. Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Stickley, Port
Colborne, were speakers; David Gross, Hamilton youth for Christ, was guest musician.
This was Pastor Roy Sider's final week-end
in the Sherkston pastorate. He gave his farewell message to the congregation the preceding Sunday, September 17. On Sunday morning, October 1, Rev. Robert J. Rolston will
be installed as pastor. Both retiring and current
bishops, E. J. Swalm and Roy V. Sider, will
share in the installation service.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
In honor of Bishop Carl J. Ulery, upon
retirement as Bishop of the Central Conference, his home congregation, Beulah Chapel,
Springfield, Ohio, will celebrate Home-Coming
Day on October 1. Rev. Paul W. McBeth will
be guest speaker for the morning worship
service; a fellowship dinner will follow in
the church basement.
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE, Continued
A Communion Service marked the beginning of worship in the Nappanee Brethren in
Christ Church, September 3. Earlier that
morning the congregation had met for closing
moments in their former place of worship
located in the nearby village of Locke. The
group then proceeded to the new location for
Sunday school class sessions. Pastor Norman
Bert led the Communion Service; Rev. Isaiah
B. Harley, Chairman of the Publication Board,
presented the meditation.
A group of three hundred worshippers more
than filled the sanctuary for the afternoon
Dedication Service. Dr. Owen H. Alderfer,
General Conference Secretary, gave the dedicatory message. Bishop J. N. Hostetter led
the dedication ritual. Pastor Bert was in
charge and was assisted by former pastors,
Warren J. Sherman and Percy Cassel, and by
laymen, Leroy Helmuth, Archie Fike, and
Jerel Book. The church choir, directed by
Erwin Thomas, led the processional and
ministered in music. Mr. and Mrs. Ray Zercher,
former members of t h e congregation, also
sang. Paul Hochstetler, member of the Nappanee congregation, served as organist.
Open house gave opportunity for many
neighbors and visiting friends to see the new
facilities. The building has a large sanctuary
of open beam design, a Christian education
wing which serves also as a fellowship area,
pastor's study, nursery unit and kitchen. A
large narthex provides ready access to all areas
of the building. Costs of building and equipment total slightly more than $100,000.
Early records indicate the moving of
Brethren in Christ families from Canada to
Union Township, Indiana, in 1838. When
several families settled in the village of Locke,
a congregation was begun, and more than
fifty years ago, the church building there was
purchased from the United Brethren. In 1930,

SteMt
BISHOP—Norma Pauline, born June 7, 1967,
to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bishop, Houghton
Centre congregation, Ontario.
HEISEY—Jan Lynette, born August 28, 1967,
to Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
MCCUTCHEON—Kevin Frederick, born June
23, 1967, to Mr. and Mrs. James McCutcheon,
Houghton Centre congregation, Ontario.
MEYERS—Doran Ray, born July 2 1 , 1967,
to Mr. and Mrs. Dean Meyers, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
WELCH—Karen Louise, born August 15,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Welch, Houghton
Centre congregation, Ontario.
WILLIAMS—Steven Ray, born August 15,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Emory Williams, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
WITMER—Cheryl Lynn, born August 24,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Witmer, Manheim congregation, Pa.
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LONG-DOHNER—Miss Carole Jean Dohner,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Dohner,
Smithville, Tenn., and Mr. Gerald S. Long,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Long, Mill Hall,
Pa., were united in marriage August 18, 1967,
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Interior view of the Brethren in Christ Church, Nappanee, Indiana.
V. L. Stump, editor of the Evangelical Visitor
and one of the local ministers, was the first
appointed pastor. To honor his memory,
a memorial gift was presented in the dedication service from Evangel Press. Another longtime member of the congregation and of the
Publication Board, Charles Clouse, was similarly honored in a memorial gift from t h s

Publication Board. Rev. Isaiah Harley made
the presentations.
The tract of land on which the new sanctuary stands was purchased in 1962. A Church
Planning Committee functioned for three years,
and in February 1966, it was replaced by the
Building Committee. T h e ground breaking
service was held July 17, 1966.

in the Brethren in Christ Church, Grantham,
Pa. The ceremony was performed by Rev.
Ernest Dohner, father of the bride, assisted
by Rev. Richard Long, uncle of the groom.

Brethren in Christ Church, near Hope, Kansas. In 1938 she moved with her family to
California and since then has been a member
of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by her mother, Mrs. Martha
Bowers; three sisters: Mrs. Ruth Wingerd,
Mrs. Grace Brownie, and Miss Miriam Bowers;
and one brother, Melvin, all of Upland.
The funeral service was held at t h e Stone
Funeral Home, Pastor Elbert Smith and Rev.
Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Interment
was in the Bellevue Mausoleum.

MILLER-MARTIN—Miss Mary Fern Martin,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Z. Martin,
Elizabethtown, Pa., and Mr. Rodney E. Miller,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Miller, Elizabethtown, were united in marriage August 19,
1967. The ceremony was performed in the
Conoy Brethren in Christ church. Pastor P.
Allen Sollenberger officiated.
SMALL-ASHWAY—Miss Kathryn Elaine Ashway, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Ashway,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Mr. Charles William
Small, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Small,
Chambersburg, were united in marriage in
the First Baptist Church, Chambersburg, June
16, 1967, by Rev. H. A. Hill.
STUEBING-WINGER—Miss Kathleen J. Winger,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Winger,
Grantham, Pa., and Mr. Richard W. Stuebing,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Stuebing,
Cincinnati, Ohio, were united in marriage in
the Brethren in Christ Church, Grantham, Pa.,
July 15, 1967. Pastor LeRoy B. Walters performed the ceremony.
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BOWERS—Ada Mae Bowers was born near
Hope, Kansas, December 3 1 , 1900, and passed
away unexpectedly in Pomona, California,
August 3 1 , 1967. At the age of fourteen she
was baptized and united with the Rosebank

DANGLER—Mervin L. Dangler was b o m
April 28, 1910, in Bressler, Pa., and passed
away unexpectedly June 26, 1967. He was a
member of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church.
He is survived by his wife, Nellie Clippinger
Dangler; three sons: Lester E., Roy J., and
Robert L.; a daughter: Mrs. Earl W. Zook;
one brother, one sister and seven grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Sellers Funeral Home with Pastor Roger Witter
and Rev. Harvey Musser officiating. Burial
was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
GATZ—M. Luther Gatz, age 67, Montoursville, Pa., died August 27, 1967, in the Divine
Providence Hospital. He was a member of the
Montoursville Brethren in Christ Church.
H e is survived by his wife, Bertha Hocker
Gatz; two sons: J. William and Joseph, both
of Montoursville; three daughters: Mrs. Robert
Campbell, Proctor; Mrs. Frederick Pilaris, Montoursville; and Mrs. John Bernardi, Vestal,
N. Y. One brother, two sisters and seventeen
grandchildren also survive.

Evangelical Visitor

The funeral service was held in the Spitler
Funeral Home, Montoursville. Pastor John L.
Bundy officiated. Interment was in the Montoursville Cemetery.
KIPE—Daisy B. Kipe was born at Zora, Pa.,
November 4, 1894, and passed away August
21, 1967. She was a member of the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by her father, Samuel Sprankle, Harrisburg; eight sons: Samuel, Richard
E., Charles C , Harry L., Vaughn E., Benjamin F., Daniel L., and Rev. Earl T. Kipe;
and five daughters: Mrs. Ralph H. Barnes;
Mrs. Anna Mae Helfrick; Mrs. John Autland
Dover, Mrs. Leroy Friese, and Mrs. Blair
Wenger. Thirty-five grandchildren, eighteen
great-grandchildren, three brothers and five
sisters also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Grove
Funeral Home, Waynesboro. Pastor Charles
Rife officiated. Interment was in Ringgold
Cemetery.

In the passing of Brother Musser on August
13, 1967, we have lost one of our most devoted workers for the cause of Christ, the
Church and the welfare of precious souls. He
was unreserved in his devotion to the work
of the Lord. In his 16 years as pastor of the
congregation and 12 additional years of service
as Central Treasurer, Board Member, Men's
Bible Class Chairman, and many other lines
of service he was always ready to respond to
appeals for private counsel, assistance and
guidance.
Messiah Home Chapel Congregation will
never be quite the same without Brother
Musser. He has left a great legacy for men
and women to continue his work.
W e thank God for giving us Rev. Irvin O.
Musser. The end came, but we are certain
that he is now in the realms of the blest in
that celestial city.
MESSIAH HOME CHAPEL
- C H U R C H BOARD
—Robert L. Kelchner, Sec.
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MUSSEB—Rev. Irvin O. Musser, age 74, 2001
Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa., died August 13,
1967, at the Messiah Home, where he resided.
He was a minister in the Brethren in Christ
Church for thirty-seven years and had been
superintendent of the Messiah Home for nineteen years. During the last two years Rev.
Musser had carried on a telephone prayer
ministry. In these calls, usually to strangers,
he would engage in brief conversation about
spiritual things and then offer a prayer for
his listener. He had made a total of 6,605
calls.
He is survived by his wife, Ida Musser; two
sons: the Rev. Avery Musser, Leonard, Mich.;
and Rev. Arthur L. Musser, Willow Street,
Pa.; two sisters: Mrs. David Wenger, New
Paris, Ind.; and Mrs. Leah Bert, Newburg,
Pa.; three brothers: Clarence A., Newburg;
Ira, Shippensburg, Pa.; and Rev. Harvey Musser, Greencastle, Pa. Four grandchildren and
one great-grandchild also survive.
Services were held August 15 at the Messiah
Home Chapel, Harrisburg, and the following
day at the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church,
near Chambersburg, Pa. Pastor Leroy G.
Yoder and Bishop C. B. Byers officiated. Interment was in Air Hill Cemetery.
A Tribute from Messiah Home Chapel
W e dedicate this tribute to the family of
Rev. Irvin O. Musser and to the honor of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Our Heavenly Father in His infinite wisdom
has taken our esteemed Brother from our
midst. The Church Board, Sunday School,
Men's Bible Class, and Congregation of Messiah Home Chapel join in deepest sorrow with
you, the family. W e have at least some measure of understanding of your keen loss, because
his passing is also vitally felt among all of us.
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Pacific Garden Mission to
Celebrate 90th Amiiversary
Tom Skinner, 25-year-old Negro whom the
Lord is using in a remarkable way to reach
his own people with the Gospel, will speak
at the 90th Anniversary Rally of Pacific Garden Mission. The rally will be held on Sunday, November 5 at 2:30 p.m. in the Conrad
Hilton Hotel's International ballroom.
In addition, several men and women will
give capsule stories of how they have found
a new, satisfying life through the message
of the Mission. The musical highlights of ths
rally will b e the 80-voice West Suburban
Hospital Student Nurses Choir and Bill Pearce,
nationally known, bass soloist.
The mission's 90th year, according to Superintendent Harry G. Saulnier, saw an enlarged ministry, especially among servicemen,
10,676 being served by the mission's everopen Servicemen's Center. A total of 3,875
were overnight guests. The mission continues
to major in its outreach to Skid Row men and
women, supplying meals, overnight accommodations, clothing and medical and dental
services. In its 90th year the mission served
173,545 meals and h a d 46,672 overnight
guests, including homeless women and children taken in to the Women's and Children's
Division.
The mission was opened September 15,
1877, by Colonel and Mrs. George Clark, and
notable converts include evangelists Billy
Sunday and Mel Trotter. Pacific Garden Mission is the nation's second oldest rescue unit.
Graham Draws Largest Crowd at Exhibition
Billy Graham Centennial Crusade, a oneday rally in Toronto, Sunday, September 3,
drew 40,000 people, largest crowd ever to
attend a single event at the Canadian National
Exhibition.
Dr. Graham and his Team were initially
invited to Toronto by a committee of church
and lay leaders under the chairmanship of
Frederick G. Gardiner, prominent Toronto
attorney and first chairman of Metro Toronto,
to conduct this rally as a "spiritual Centennial
project."
At the close of the service, hundreds stood
as an indication that they were making a "decision for Christ."
During his time in Toronto, Dr. Graham
addressed nearly 500 ministers and full-time
Christian workers at a Ministers' Retreat, as
well as being interviewed for national television.

Christianity: 9 Per Cent By 2000 A. D .
If the current rate of population growth
versus church growth continues, only nine
per cent of the world's population will call
itself Christian by 2000 A.D.
So said Bishop Odd Hagen in Stockholm,
according to columnist Ralph McGill of Publishers-Hall Syndicate.
Hindu Would Oust Foreign Missionaries
A call for the expulsion of all foreign missionaries from India has been sounded by a
high official of the Jana Sangh political party.
Jaganath Rao Joshi wants the 5,319 foreign
missionaries in India—including 1,507 Americans—evicted. The foreign community has become the center of controversy because of t h s
Indian government's decision last month to
expel several missionaries, including three
Americans, from politically sensitive areas.
The government said its expulsion orders
and the ban on more missionaries into eastern
India are not motivated by religious considerations. It wants to replace foreigners
with Indian missionaries, it said.
Mandelbaum Gate Coming Down
The Mandelbaum Gate, which from 1948
until last June 5 was the only authorized
crossing point between Israeli and Jordanian
sectors of Jerusalem, is being torn down.
A few days each year, the barrier was
lifted by Jordan to permit the passage of
Christian pilgrims going to holy places in
Old Jerusalem for the Christmas and Easter
seasons.
World Lutheran Membership:
Nearly 74.5 Million
The number of baptized Lutherans in the
world during 1967 totaled 74.4 million. Now
the Information Bureau of the Lutheran
World Federation records the figure of
74,419,334 of the world's largest Protestant
grouping. It follows Roman Catholicism and
Eastern Orthodoxy in total constituency.
Assemblies Mark Growth, Plan Outreach
More than 4,500 registrants of the Assemblies of God met in sessions of the denomination's
3 2nd
biennial
international
General Council business convention in Long
Beach, California.
The Assemblies of God lists 576,000 adult
members and 1.1 million on its Sunday school
rolls. The total of ministers rose 602 to 16,505
since the 1965 meeting. In June, the total
number of churches went over the 8,500 mark
for the first time to 8,506 and church membership increased from 555,992 two years
ago to 576,058.
Moratorium Urged on Building of
'Country Club' Churches
The president of the American Institute of
Architects called for a "moratorium on the
building of cathedrals and suburban 'country
club' churches" at an interreligious and interdisciplinary meeting in New York.
Robert L. Durham F.A.I.A. of Seattle,
Wash., told representatives to the first International Congress on Religion, Architecture
and the Visual Arts that "we must humanize
the structures which house the religious life
of our city centers."
Mr. Durham charged that for 100 years
architects have returned from Europe with
sketch pads and "proceeded to build little
cathedrals unrelated to the real life of the
people."
Needlework Artistry from Arab Refugees
Rose of Sharon, David's Star, designs dating
back to Abraham's time, "this design is called
'asthma' because the lady who owned the
dress the design was copied from had a severe
case of asthma," explains Mrs. J. N. Byler,
director of MCC's needlework and crafts
program.
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The designs she is describing are on the
needlework creations of art from Arab refugees on the West Bank of Jordan which is
now Israeli-occupied territory. The project
was begun in 1952. Since that time over
$113,000 has been sent to Jordan for this
self-help project.
This project helps the women meet the
needs of their families for food, medicine,
clothing, etc. T h e finished product may be
one of any number of items; square doilies,
place mats, tablecloths, scarves, aprons, pillow
tops, knitting bags, or napkins.
Several women may work on one piece of
needlework. One will do the embroidery. And
no stamped on pattern for these women. Each
piece is done by thread count embroidery on
hand-woven material. Another lady may do
the hemming while still another will take
care of washing and ironing the pieces.
Many women throughout the United States
and Canada invite Mrs. Byler to display products of the needlework and crafts programs.
Beginning September 14, Mrs. Byler will be
visiting cities in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Minnesota, Colorado, and Kansas.
Joe Blinco Facing 'Long, Difficult'
Recovery from Brain Surgery
Following critical surgery to remove a massive tumor from the left and front of his brain,
the Rev. Joe Blinco left the intensive care
unit of Good Samaritan Hospital in Los Angeles to begin what was described as a "long
and difficult recovery."
The executive director of Forest Home
Christian Camp and Conference Center had
gone to Santa Barbara, Calif., for routine
check ups.
Before coming to Forest Home April 15,
1966, the British Methodist pastor-evangelist
had served for 11 years with the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association.
Quaker Action Group Begins
Second Voyage to Haiphong
The ketch Phoenix has begun the first lap
of its second voyage to Haiphong, North
Vietnam, with a cargo of medical supplies,
said a spokesman for a Quaker Action Group
which sponsored its first trip last March.
Lawrence Scott, executive secretary of the
Group, said that the Phoenix sailed from
Hiroshima, Japan, to Hong Kong with $5,000
worth of surgical instruments aboard.
"This cargo will be supplemented with
medicine to be purchased in Hong Kong,"
Mr. Scott said, and "Haiphong will be the debarkation point when the time is favorable."
MDS Personnel Survey Alaskan Flood Damage
"There is a good possibility that MDS will
be called to help in the flood ravaged areas
of Nenana and Fairbanks, Alaska," reports
Delmar Stahly, executive coordinator of MDS,
Akron, Pa. Stahly and John Jantzi, MDS
Region IV director, Siletz, Ore., investigated
conditions in late August.
Nenana, a small community of 300, with all
buildings destroyed or inflicted with major
damage, is the possible site of MDS activity.
Although it is not certain just when the way
will be cleared for MDS activity to begin in
Nenana, units are alerted to the prospects of
being called on short notice.
The Vietnam Raisin Story
Of the 180 tons of raisins purchased with
the funds received in the Raisins-For-Relief
drive, MCC had originally allocated 50 tons for
Vietnam. But because of limited warehousing
space and of the newness of this kind of food,
the MCC Director of Vietnam Christian Service
requested that we send only two tons.
Now comes a letter from him as follows:
"We have received the shipment of the two
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tons of raisins and they have arrived in very
good condition. . . The teams are reporting
an enthusiastic reception from the Vietnamese.
W e would now therefore request that you send
the other 48 tons."
But what to do? The 48 tons had already
been reallocated to other countries, and there
was not sufficient funds remaining for the additional purchase. Akron headquarters, in the
emergency, borrowed $3,800 from
other
sources, hoping that the Raisins-For-Relief drive
might be extended to cover at least part of the
cost of the additional tonnage.
Meantime, however, the price of natural
weight surplus raisins had gone up from the
$56.61 a ton to $175 a ton. The prospect of a
short raisin crop for 1967 had automatically
raised the value of the surplus raisins. MCC
would not be able to buy these 48 tons at the
higher price.
Such being the case, a special request was
presented to the Federal Raisin Administrative
Committee to be permitted to purchase the
48 tons at the former price of $56.61. This
$5,780 concession was granted, because, as
was later reported, "the voluntary agencies are
using the raisins for a good purpose."
This last of many divine providences in the
Raisins-For-Relief Project has thus made possible the sending of a total of 228 tons of a
rich "luxury" food to four African and four
Asian needy countries. MCC gives thanks to
God.
Divinity of Christ Believed
By 75 Per Cent of Americans
Out of every 100 American adults, 75 believe in the divinity of Christ, five per cent
fewer than in 1952, according to a Gallup
Poll conducted for the monthly "Catholic
Digest."
Congo Service Educational Prog/am Begun
A new 26-month Service Educational Program for both men and women has been
initiated. The first five participants left for the
Congo on August 16. This program is operated
conjointly by the Mennonite Central Committee and the Council of Mennonite Colleges
( C M C ) in cooperation with the Universite
Libre du Congo (Free University of the
Congo).
The program is open to any man or woman
enrolled in a Mennonite or Brethren college
with at least one year of college and a French
competency equivalent to one year of college
French. The first group to leave consisted of
five men.
These young men will serve in the MCC
Congo Pax program. They may be assigned
jobs as mechanics, carpenters, and bookkeepers
or given positions in agricultural and community development work. Women will serve
in the Congo MCC program.
The educational content of the program is
operated by CMC. Formal courses will be
taken during a six weeks orientation program
and a mid-term session of six weeks, as well
as an independent study to be carried on

throughout the two year period of service.
The studies will be conducted at the Universite Libre du Congo.
Reconciliation Progress
Surprises Workcampers
Excerpts from an article by Carl Beck
, MCC Peace Representative
in Japan
"They didn't hate us at all! They'd already
forgiven us!" exclaimed one surprised firsttime camper on his return to Japan.
The "they" were the Korean hosts; " u s "
were the 13 young folks from Japan. The
occasion was the third Reconciliation Work
Camp, sponsored by MCC Peace Section,
Japan, and held this time in Taegu, Korea.
"They welcomed us far beyond our expectation," he continued. "They were immensely kind to us throughout the camp. This
in spite of the fact that we Japanese as a
whole are not yet willing to apologize to the
Koreans for our crimes."
All of us were brought up a bit short to
realize how far the process of reconciliation
within Christian circles had actually progressed since our first camp in 1965. Gone
seemed to be all the smoldering resentments,
all the hidden feelings, the heated discussions
of the first camp. Perhaps "Fellowship Work
Camp" would have been a better title for the
camp.
Observed one camper, "Never before did
I realize the importance of the fellowship that
is ours in Jesus Christ. In spite of barriers of
language and race I experienced a sense of
participation such as I had never known before. As I saw how very hard these Korean
young people are working for the rebuilding
of their devastated country, I felt very close
to them."
Another note apparent during the work
camp was a strong interest in the question
of war and peace in general and peace in
East Asia in particular.
This third camp took place in Taegu, Korea,
July 21 to August 1, 1967. The work project
was to level a wooded hillside on the Ai Rak
Won Leprosarium, an American Leprosy Mission Hospital and to lay the foundation for
a large new Rehabilitation Center. Since the
hillside turned out to be solid rock a few
inches down, blisters, aching muscles, and
gallons of sweat accompanied the movement
of every ton of shale, painstakingly loosened
with pick, scooped onto flattened rice-straw
bags, and dragged down hill by girl members
of the crew.
Student Chang Jung Yi, camp activities director, summed up the progress in reconciliation by stating: "Two years ago in Seoul I
led student demonstrations against Japan. Today I am leading a reconciliation work camp.
I could never again take part in such a
demonstration."
Plans are already underway for a fourth
camp to be held in Taiwan and hosted by the
Taiwan Mennonite churches.

